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As I understand it, her lines were:

Spinning somersaults;
Without gravity’s limits
In space flight with Glenn.

I would add:

All is possible on Earth and in the heavens
When our countries join hands.

Ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to join
me in a toast to the Prime Minister and Mrs.
Obuchi and to the people of Japan.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:50 p.m. in the
Kacho No Ma Banquet Hall at Akasaka Palace.
In his remarks, he referred to Prime Minister
Obuchi’s wife, Chizuko; and Emperor Akihito and
Empress Michiko of Japan. The transcript made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Prime Minister Obuchi.

Proclamation 7149—National Great
American Smokeout Day, 1998
November 19, 1998

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
One of the greatest public health threats

facing Americans today is tobacco addiction
and all the related health disorders that come
with it. More Americans die every year from
tobacco-related diseases than from AIDS, il-
legal drugs, alcohol, fires, car accidents, mur-
ders, and suicides combined. Although we
have heard for decades the Surgeon Gen-
eral’s warning that smoking kills, each day
more than 3,000 young Americans become
regular smokers—and more than 1,000 of
them will die prematurely as a result.

This past April, the Surgeon General
issued a new report on tobacco that under-
scores the urgent need for comprehensive
legislation to reduce youth smoking. Over the
past 6 years, youth smoking has grown by
one-third, increasing by an alarming 80 per-
cent among African American youth. Cur-
rently, more than 36 percent of high school
students smoke, and recent statistics released
by the Centers for Disease Control also reaf-
firm what we already know: nicotine creates
an addiction that is extremely difficult to

overcome. Unfortunately, 86 percent of our
young people who smoke daily and try to quit
are unsuccessful, and casual teenage smok-
ers—even those who smoke as few as three
cigarettes a month—often go on to become
regular smokers.

My administration has worked hard for
comprehensive and effective tobacco legisla-
tion that will cut teen smoking. We will con-
tinue our efforts until the Congress has acted
to pass such legislation. Our 1999 budget also
includes an unprecedented increase in fund-
ing for research at the National Institutes of
Health, and the National Cancer Institute
plans to allocate millions of those dollars for
research into prevention and cessation pro-
grams to reduce tobacco use.

Each year, the Great American Smokeout
gives us the opportunity to do what we
should do every day: raise awareness among
all Americans—but especially among chil-
dren and teens—of the dangers of smoking.
Through such youth-related promotions as
the Great American SmokeScream and the
Great American Smokeout Pledge, we can
encourage young people who smoke to stop,
and we can convince those who don’t smoke
that they should never start. Adult smokers
should also remember the power of personal
example and make a sincere effort to stop
smoking on this special day, taking an impor-
tant step toward a better, healthier future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim November 19,
1998, as National Great American Smokeout
Day. I call upon all Americans to join to-
gether in an effort to educate our children
about the dangers of tobacco use, and I urge
both smokers and nonsmokers to take this
opportunity to begin healthier lifestyles that
set a positive example for young people.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of November,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred
and ninety-eight, and of the Independence
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of the United States of America the two hun-
dred and twenty-third.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., November 23, 1998]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on November 24.

Remarks to American and Japanese
Business Leaders in Tokyo
November 20, 1998

Thank you very much. I have to practice
saying ‘‘Mr. Ambassador’’ instead of ‘‘Mr.
Speaker.’’ But I want to say first to Tom
Foley how very grateful I am for his willing-
ness to undertake this service in Japan.

I think there could be no better evidence
of the importance that the United States at-
taches to our relationship with Japan than
the fact that in the last 6 years the United
States has been blessed to be represented
in Japan by former Vice President Walter
Mondale and former Speaker of the House
Ambassador Tom Foley.

I am very proud of Tom Foley, who has
guided and advised me. And if I’d listened
to him more, I’d even done better. [Laugh-
ter] And I’m very, very grateful to him for
his service here.

I’m glad to see Glen Fukushima again, and
I thank him for his welcome. And I thank
him for his eagerness to get me to the plat-
form. [Laughter] I wanted to come here
today. I didn’t intend to go anywhere, Glen.
I was going to stay around. [Laughter]

I thank Patsy Mink for her distinguished
service and her introduction, as well as Sen-
ator Max Baucus and Congressman Neil
Abercrombie, Congressman Earl Pomeroy,
and Delegate Robert Underwood, and all the
members of the Cabinet and administration
who are here. The United States Govern-
ment is well represented in this distinguished
group this morning. I thank you for inviting
me to speak and for the work you do at the
forefront of the new global economy, where
so much of America’s prosperity will reside
in the 21st century.

Today I want to talk about the current
international financial crisis, what we are

doing about it, and the special role the
United States and Japan must play to lead
Asia and the world back to stability and
growth.

Of course, in part, the present difficulties
are the product of our own successes. The
world financial system fashioned at the end
of World War II has played a central role
in dramatically expanding trade, promoting
prosperity, reducing hunger and disease
throughout the world. But today, the sheer
volume of economic activity intensified by
technological change has created new risks,
risks which are not adequately being man-
aged today by many national systems or by
the current international arrangements.

The root of the problem lies in the sheer
volume and speed of the movement of
money, $1.5 trillion a day in international ex-
change transactions—far, far in excess of the
total volume of trade in goods and services
on any given day. In country after country
we have seen rapid, large infusions of capital,
often very highly leveraged, into banking sys-
tems and into corporations, without adequate
balance sheets or risk assessments necessary
for appropriate loan rates. Then we have
seen the equally rapid withdrawal of the
money, too often leading to enormous debt,
devaluation, and dislocation, and ultimately
into political crisis and, in many countries,
great personal suffering.

The collapse of communism, the rise of
democracy, the information revolution, all
these things have spurred people to seek the
benefits of greater trade and investment. But
in many places, institutions have not caught
up with aspirations. Lack of openness, weak
legal systems have bred irresponsibility and,
on several occasions, corruption. They have
fueled social unrest and, in turn, further eco-
nomic instability.

Now, I know these challenges are quite
complex. But I am convinced, with respon-
sible leadership from Japan and the United
States, from the European Union, and from
many developing economies, we can restore
hope and spur growth. We can build a trad-
ing system and a new financial architecture
for a new century if we act promptly, respon-
sibly, and creatively.

In September, after consulting with Japan
and other partners, I called for specific and


